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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 

Council  of  Haltwhistle 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  health  of  the  rural  district  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1946.  It  is  again  drawn  up  in  the  shortened 
form  which  was  customary  during  the  war  years. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Clerk,  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor, and  the  Engineer  for  their  co-operation  and  assis- 
tance. 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  this  Council  for  the  constant  interest 
they  have  taken  in  the  work  and  for  the  strong  support 
they  have  given  me  during  the  year. 


JOHN  K.  ADAMSON. 
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HALTWHISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  civil  population  of  the  Rural  District,  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General,  was  7,143,  an  increase  of  238  on 
the  previous  year. 

This  is  particularly  noteworthy,  as  a steady  decrease 
was  recorded  in  the  three  preceding  years. 

Birth  Rate 

The  Annual  Live  Birth  Rate  was  20.72  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. 

The  rise  in  the  birth  rate  apparent  during  the  last  10 
years  has  been  maintained  and  at  20.72  compares  very 
favourably  with  figures  of  17.1  in  1945,  16.6  in  1944,  13.6 
in  1943  and  10.8  in  1937. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  is  19.1. 

General  Death  Rate 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1946  totalled  126. 

The  Annual  Death  Rate  is  therefore  17.6  per  1,000 
population  as  against  a figure  of  14.3  in  1945. 

Principal  Causes  of  Mortality 

It  is  of  special  interest  to  notice  the  decline  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  cancer.  Although  the  proportion 
of  deaths  f rom  this  condition  is  still  high,  the  figure  of  13 
compares  very  favourably  with  23  in  1945  and  20  in  1944. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels  is  73.  This  shows  an  increase  of  32  over  the 
1945  figure. 

Thus  the  trend  of  recent  years  for  this  class  of  disease 
to  be  responsible  for  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  total 
mortality  has  been  maintained. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  tuberculosis,  the  same  figure 
as  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  only  5 sporadic  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in 
the  district  in  1946. 

Diphtheria 

The  continuation  of  the  school  child  immunisation 
campaign  has  resulted  in  all  but  7 of  the  800  approximate 
school  children  receiving  adequate  protection. 

Three  mild  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  all  within 
the  Whitfield  Parish. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  7 new  notifications  of  this  disease.  5 Male 
and  2 Female. 

The  number  of  deaths  totalled  4. 

Social  Conditions 

The  area  of  Haltwhistle  Rural  District  is  96,338  acres. 

The  estimated  population  for  1946  is  7,143. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1946  is 
2,166. 

The  sum  representing  one  penny  rate  is  £142  17s.  lOd. 

The  rateable  value  is  £36,905. 

Haltwhistle  District  being  a scattered  sparsely  popu- 
lated area  it  is  no  surprise  to  find  that  Transport  and  Ser- 
vices employ  more  workers  than  any  other  industry. 
Mining  and  Quarrying  rank  as  the  second  most  important 
occupation. 

Manufacturing  Industries  are  third  and  Agriculture 
fourth. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  fully  appre- 
ciates the  absolute  necessity  of  procuring  further  industry 
at  Haltwhistle  and  have  not  relaxed  in  the  efforts  to  elimi- 
nate the  unemployed  li^ts. 

As  detailed  later,  progress  has  been  made  on  the  Park 
Road  Housing  Estate.  Although  we  are  assured  that  other 
areas  are  suffering  more  acutely  from  overcrowding,  it 
must  not  be  overlooked  that  a distressingly  large  propor- 
tion of  the  houses  are  substandard  and  actually  unfit  for 
habitation. 

Once  again  it  is  my  unhappy  lot  to  report  that  little 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  water  carriage  system.  I 
should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the 
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present  position  is  causing  great  anxiety  and  beg  that 
sympathetic  consideration  be  given  to  the  water  and  sewer- 
age schemes  which  are  to  be  put  before  them  by  the  Council. 

Health  Services 

(i)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Northumberland  County  Laboratory  at  Newburn 
under  the  control  of  the  County  Bacteriologist,  Dr.  Messer, 
continues  to  be  co-operative  and  reliable. 

Specimens  for  Serological  Tests  on  patients  attending 
the  ante-natal  clinics  are  now  examined  at  the  King’s 
College  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

(ii)  Ambulance  Service, 

Throughout  the  year  the  Ambulance  Service  has 
worked  smoothly  and  efficiently.  65  civil  and  3 Service 
cases  were  transported.  A distance  of  2,443  miles  was 
covered. 

1 am  sure  that  the  Council  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  will  join  me  in  extending  thanks  to  all  the  volun- 
tary workers  who  make  this  service  possible. 

(iii)  Clinics. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

Tuesday,  10  a.m.,  Hexham  War  Memorial 

Hospital. 

Medical  Officer,  Frederic  L.  Wollaston, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Although  serving  a scattered  rural  area, 
the  large  number  of  patients  attending  this 
clinic  is  an  indication  of  the  value  of  the  ser- 
vice to  the  community. 

709  X-Ray  examinations  were  carried  out 
in  1945. 

(b)  Ante-Natal . 

Two  clinics  per  month  are  held  at  Halt- 
whistle  Hospital.  Attendance  450. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Held  at  Haltwhistle  Hospital  every 
Thursday  by  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer 
and  Health  Visitor. 
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(d)  Dental. 

Clinics  held  on  alternate  Mondays  at 
Haltwhistle  Memorial  Hospital  and  at  schools 
in  the  district. 

Dental  Officer,  Mr.  Ireland. 

(e)  Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Westgate  Road.  Daily. 
Males  10  a.m.  Females  3 p.m. 

(iv)  Nursing  Service. 

Total  number  of  new  cases  193  (Medical  74, 
Surgical  60,  Chronic  44,  Maternity  15). 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  6,610. 

This  latter  figure  includes  1,274  in  Bardon 

Mill. 

District  Nursing  has  been  maintained  at  a 
high  standard  throughout  the  year. 

Under  the  present  arrangement  the  majority 
of  patients  in  the  Rural  District  are  attended  by 
the  two  District  Nurses  based  in  Haltwhistle.  The 
Austin  8 car  provided  by  the  County  Authorities 
for  the  nurses,  has  proved  to  be  a great  asset  to 
the  district. 

(v)  Hospitals. 

(i)  (a)  Wooley  Sanatorium. 

Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Wollaston. 

Accommodation  in  this  Sanatorium  is 
still  seriously  limited.  Because  of  the  grave 
shortage  of  nursing  staff  it  has  unfortunately 
become  necessary  to  close  a number  of  beds. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Mason,  F.R.C.S.,  continued  his 
work  as  Thoracic  Surgeon  at  the  Sanatorium. 

As  before  operations  were  performed  at 
Hexham  War  Memorial  Hospital  and  at  the 
Thoracic  Surgery  Centre  at  Shotley  Bridge 
Emergency  Hospital. 

(ii)  Longtown  Isolation  Hospital 

Arrangements  continue  for  our  infec- 
tious diseases  cases  to  be  conveyed  to  and 
accommodated  here. 
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(iii)  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  Board  continue 
to  be  responsible  for  any  cases  of  smallpox 
which  might  occur  in  the  area, 

Haltwhistle. 

(iv)  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

Surgeon,  Mr.  Collingwood  Stewart,  F.R.C.S. 
Matron,  Miss  Collier,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

224  cases  were  admitted  throughout  the 
year  (Surgical  176,  Medical  48). 

Operations  by  Surgeon  ....,  ....  130 

Operations  by  Local  Doctors  ....  83 

Dental  Cases  ...  ...  ...  40 

Average  Stay  of  patients : 13|  days. 

Maternity  Wing. 

Cases  admitted  ...  ....  ....  145 

Average  stay  of  patients : 14|  days, 

Out-Patients . 

New  cases  treated  ....  ....  ....  359 

Total  number  of  Attendances  ...  3132 

(v)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

Repeated  applications  for  the  use  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  unit  has  proved  in  vain. 

During  the  year  the  unit  was  used  by  the 
County  Health  Authorities  in  the  more 
densely  populated  areas.  I have  been  assured 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that 
as  soon  as  the  industrial  areas  are  examined 
he  will  arrange  to  bring  the  unit  to  Halt- 
whistle. 

The  value  of  this  investigation  is  proved 
by  results  from  other  areas. 

i.e.,  3 to  5 persons  per  1,000  examined  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water 

The  general  position  of  the  District  in  regard  to  water 
supply  remains  essentially  the  same  as  in  past  years,  the 
major  water  scheme  sponsored  by  the  Council  being  still  in 
abeyance,  and  while  a survey  has  been  undertaken  on  behalf 
of  the  County,  by  Messrs.  Waterhouse  and  Rounth waite,  and 
the  possibilities  of  a Regional  Water  Scheme  examined,  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  see  if  and  when  this  ambitious  scheme 
will  reach  fruition. 

In  an  attempt  to  improve  upon  the  most  unsatisfactory 
conditions  that  exist  on  the  Birkshaw  Supply,  a supply  which 
feeds  two  groups  of  houses  totalling  21,  in  the  Westwood  and 
Scrogwood  Areas,  the  above  supply  being  totally  insuffi- 
cient in  quantity  and  proved  to  be  defective  bacteriologic- 
ally  on  numerous  occasions,  it  was  suggested  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  that  use  might  be  made,  as  a temporary 
measure,  of  water  from  a borehole  in  the  village  of  Bardon 
Mill,  this  water  having  been  tested  by  deep  well  pumping 
over  a period  of  fourteen  days,  and  also  being  of  excellent 
quality  chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

This  scheme  was  adopted,  a small  2 h.p.  pump  being 
installed  at  the  borehole,  and  the  water  pumped  in  part 
through  a section  of  2-inch  wrought  iron  pipes  installed  by 
the  Military  when  they  originally  proposed  to  utilise  this 
supply  at  a hutted  camp  adjacent  to  Scrogwood,  and  a sec- 
tion of  main  installed  by  the  Council  coupling  up  with  the 
existing  C.I.  main  at  a point  above  Scrogwood.  Difficulty 
was  subsequently  experienced  in  maintaining  the  supply 
due  to  leakage  on  various  branch  pipes  en  route,  this  being 
attributable  in  part  to  the  extra  pressure  in  the  main  due 
to  pumping,  the  house  connections  t eing  off  the  pumping 
main,  and  also  the  bad  condition  of  various  branches  which, 
being  of  iron,  were,  for  the  most  part,  badly  corroded. 

Some  complaint  was  also  made  on  the  score  of  “ ham- 
mering ” when  the  pump  was  in  action.  This,  however, 
was  largely  remedied  by  the  fitting  of  a larger  air  vessel 
on  the  pump.  A cut-out  clock  was  also  fitted,  which 
enables  the  pump  to  run  automatically  for  as  many  hours 
as  may  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  small  collecting 
tank  at  Birkshaw  remains  full. 

The  date  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  above 
supply  as  a temporary  expedient  was  8th  October,  1946, 
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the  old  Birkshaw  Supply  being  cut  off  on  that  date.  For 
the  information  of  the  Council,  I append  figures  of  the 
pumping  test  carried  out  by  the  Military  in  1943,  over  a 
continuous  period  of  fourteen  days,  and  supervised  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  behalf  of  the  Council  during  that 
period. 

Period  of  Pumping'  Test.  Average  Rate  of  Delivery.  Depth  of  Pump. 
6th  Jan./22nd  Jan.,  1943.  43200  g.  p.  day.  124ft. 


Some  check  gaugings  of  existing  supplies  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  year,  and  also  proposed  new  supplies 
as  under : — 


Locality. 

Melkridge  (existing) 
Melkridge  (existing) 
Thirlwall  Supply  (existing) 
Birkshaw  (old  supply) 
Halton-Lea-Gate  Fell 
(Check  gauging,  proposed 
additional  springs.) 


Date. 

17th/4/1946 

13th/5/1946 

18th/4/1946 

18th/4/1946 

14th/5/1946 


Yield. 

13,824  g.p.d. 
9,600  g.p.d. 
21,736  g.p.d. 
1,329  g.p.d. 
70,668  g.p.d. 


WATER  ANALYSIS,  1946 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  analysis  were 
taken  from  the  following  supplies : — 

Locality.  Result. 


Lab. 

No. 

Date 

collected. 

Public  Supply. 

Private  Supply. 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory. factory. 

1. 

3/1/46. 

Ulpham  Well 

— 

1 — 

2. 

3/1/46. 

— 

Whitfield  C.E. 

1 — 

34. 

26/2/46. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir. 

School 

1 — 

35. 

26/2/46. 

Birkshaw  Supply 

— 

1 — 

36. 

26/2/46. 

(Westwood). 

Public  Well, 

- 

1 — 

no. 

28/5/46. 

Harpertown 

The  Dykes, 

1 — 

in. 

28/5/46. 

Coanwood 

Yont  the 

1 — 

112. 

28/5/46. 

Birkshaw  (stand  tap) 

Cleugh, 

Coanwood 

1 — 

113. 

28/5/46. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

— 1 

122. 

12/6/46. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

— 1 

123. 

12/6/46. 

Birkshaw  (Westwood) 

— 

— 1 

11 


124. 

12/6/46. 

Birkshaw  Spring 
(roadside) 

— 

— 

1 

129. 

8/6/46. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

- — 

1 

130. 

8/6/46. 

Birkshaw  Spring 

— 

— 

1 

131. 

8/6/46. 

' 

West  Fell 

Spring 

— 

1 

132. 

24/6/46. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

- 



1 

133. 

24/6/46. 

Birkshaw  Spring 



1 

134. 

24/6/46. 

Birkshaw  (Westwood). 

- 



1 

141. 

1/7/46. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

- 



1 

142. 

1/7/46. 

Birkshaw  Spring 



1 

143. 

1/7/46. 

Birkshaw  (Westwood) 

— 

. , 

1 

144. 

1/7/46. 

Borehole, 

Bardon  Mill 

1 

— 

157. 

31/7/46. 

11 

Sanders  Close 
Farm 

1 

— 

158. 

31/7/46. 

— 

Kellah  Farm, 
Kellah 

1 

— 

159. 

31/7/46. 

Blenkinsopp 

Terrace 

— 

1 

160. 

31/7/46. 

- 

Supply  from 
Drift,  Bank- 
foot,  Green- 
head 

1 

166. 

7/8/46. 

— 

Blenkinsopp 

Terrace 

— 

1 

167. 

7/8/46. 

Blenkinsopp 

(East 

Angerton) 

1 

168. 

7/8/46. 

— 

Blenkinsopp 

Terrace 

1 

— ■ 

169. 

7/8/46. 

— 

Byron  Terrace 

— 

1 

214. 

25/9/46. 

— 

Blenkinsopp 

Terrace 

— 

1 

215. 

25/9/46. 

— 

Spring  East 

Long  Row 

1 

— 

216. 

25/9/46. 

— 

Spring  Byron 
Cottages 

1 

— 

217. 

25/9/46. 

— — 

Spring  Well 
Cottage 

— 

1 

220. 

1/10/46. 

Bardon  Mill  Supply 

— 

1 

— 

221. 

1/10/46. 

Birkshaw  Supply 

— 

— 

1 

222. 

1/10/46. 

Melkridge  Supply 

— 

1 

— 

223. 

1/10/46. 

Haltwhistle  (South 
Side) 

1 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  .. 

38 

17 

21 

12 


With  regard  to  adverse  water  analysis  the  following 
action  was  taken  : — 

(1)  Ulpham  Well,  Kellah. — A public  notice  warning 
users  of  this  supply  that  it  was  open  to  suspicion 
was  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  well  on  the  28th 
December,  1945.  The  well  was  emptied  and 
thoroughly  cleaned  out,  and  a second  sample 
taken  on  the  3rd  January,  1946.  This  proving 
satisfactory  the  above  notice  was  cancelled  on  the 
7th  January,  1946. 

Note. — It  is  to  be  noted  in  passing  that  this 
group  of  properties  together  with  the  adjoining 
hamlet  of  Kellah,  are  very  poorly  served  with 
water,  both  obtaining  their  supplies  from  shallow 
wells.  It  is  anticipated  that  when  the  springs 
rising  on  Halton-Lea-Gate  Fell  are  collected,  that 
a branch  main  will  be  carried  to  these  two 
hamlets.  This  will  then  permit  of  the  carrying 
out  of  necessary  sanitary  improvements  in  the 
way  of  conversions  and  main  drainage. 

(2)  Birkshaw  Supply . - — A succession  of  adverse 
analysis  of  samples  taken  from  the  Birkshaw 
Supply  has  resulted  in  public  Notices  being 
posted  on  the  supply  route  (6th  July,  1946). 

These  notices  are  still  in  operation,  the 
reason  for  this  being  that  while  the  alternative 
borehole  supply  came  into  use  on  the  8th  October, 
1946,  owing  to  the  breakdown  of  the  pump  on 
numerous  occasions,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
revert  to  the  old  unsatisfactory  supply  as  occasion 
demanded.  The  Birkshaw  Supply  thus  remains 
the  only  alternative  in  the  case  of  necessity. 

(3)  Three  adverse  analyses  covering  two  private 
supplies  of  feeding  properties  at  Blenkinsopp 
Terrace,  East  Angerton,  and  Byron  Terrace, 
Greenhead,  were  taken  on  the  8th  August,  1946. 
The  Agents,  Messrs.  J.  M.  Clark  & Sons,  Halt- 
whistle,  were  notified  on  the  10th  August,  1946, 
and  Notices  advising  the  general  public  of  un- 
satisfactory conditions  of  these  supplies  were 
posted  on  the  supply  routes  on  the  same  date 
(10th  August,  1946).  With  a view  to  improving 
conditions  generally  in  this  Area  (Bankfoot),  the 
Engineer  was  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme,  in- 
cluding the  extension  of  the  existing  water  main 
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from  Milburn  Terrace,  Greenhead,  to  a point 
adjacent  to  Byron  Terrace,  Bankfoot,  in  order  to 
supply  the  small  village  of  Greenhead  with  water, 
and  also  a proportion  of  the  properties  in  the 
Bankfoot  Area,  the  existing  inadequate  supplies 
to  be  discontinued  and  supplemented  by  a supply 
to  be  taken  from  that  supplying  Blenkinsopp 
Castle. 

This  arrangement  was  necessary,  as  it  was 
appreciated  that  the  Thirlwall  Supply,  proposed 
to  be  extended  as  above,  was  insufficient  to  supply 
the  whole  of  the  Greenhead  and  Bankfoot  Areas. 


Public  Cleansing 

Formerly  carried  out  by  Contract,  this  service,  now 
under  the  direct  control  and  supervision  of  the  Council,  has 
been  more  effectively  carried  out  by  the  Council  since 
January,  1944,  the  Council  purchasing  a modern  refuse 
vehicle  (Bedford  7 cu.  yards)  in  that  year.  This  weekly 
service,  formerly  confined  to  the  Parish  of  Haltwhistle, 
which  includes  50  per  cent,  of  the  resident  population  of 
the  District,  has  now  been  extended  to  cover  the  more 
thickly  populated  areas  of  the  entire  District.  This  was 
made  possible  by  the  purchase  in  January,  1946,  of  a new 
Karri er  Bantam  refuse  vehicle,  capacity  7 cu.  yards.  It 
was  decided  that  this  vehicle  should  operate  in  the  town 
of  Haltwhistle,  and  should  also  cover  the  two  small  villages 
adjacent  to  Haltwhistle,  while  the  Bedford  should  cover 
the  outer  areas.  The  initial  refuse  collection  areas  agreed 
upon  and  in  which  scavenging  was  carried  out  were  as 
follows : — Date  of  commencement  of  extended  scavenging 
service — 15th  April,  1946. 

Areas  Covered.  Commencing  Date. 

Western  Area.  15th  April,  1946. 

Gilsland  Village. 

Longbyre. 

Greenhead. 

Bankfoot. 

Eastern  Area. 

Henshaw. 

Tow  House. 

Redbum, 

Bardon  Mill. 
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Westwood. 

Thorngrafton. 

Central  Area. 

Haltwhistle. 

Melkridge. 

Plenmeller. 

This  initial  scavenging  area  was  subsequently  ex- 
tended in  the  light  of  experience  to  include  a fourth  area, 
the  combined  areas  being  as  under : — 

Western  Area. 

Gilsland  Village. 

Longbyre. 

Greenhead. 

Bankfoot. 

Eastern  Area. 

Henshaw. 

Tow  House. 

Red  burn. 

Bardon  Mill. 

Westwood. 

Thorngrafton. 

Southern  Area. 

Park  Village. 

Lane  Head. 

Coanwood,  including  Chapel  New  Houses. 

Eals  Village. 

Burnstones  and  Town  Green. 

Slaggyford. 

Harpertown. 

Halton-Lea-Gate. 

Central  Area. 

Haltwhistle. 

Melkridge. 

Plenmeller. 

The  removal  of  refuse  from  each  of  the  above  Areas  is 
on  the  basis  of  one  collection  per  week  with  the  exception 
of  the  Central  Area  which  is  twice  weekly.  With  this  in 
view,  and  in  order  to  cover  as  wide  an  area  as  possible,  the 
Council  made  the  removal  of  refuse  to  be  conditional  upon 
the  provision  of  ashbins.  This  policy  has  met  with  a satis* 
factory  response,  although  difficulty  in  the  provision  of 
bins  has  been  met  by  many  owners,  due  to  the  short  supply 
of  this  particular  article.  Arising  out  of  the  inauguration 
of  the  refuse  collection  system  in  the  Western,  Eastern, 


Commencing  Date. 
10th  May,  1946. 
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and  Southern  Areas,  the  question  of  the  removal  of  Sani- 
tary pails  was  raised,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
instructed  to  obtain  prices  of  a tank  which  might  fit  into 
the  Bedford  vehicle  and  so  adapt  it  to  this  purpose — such 
collection  to  be  in  addition  to  the  normal  refuse  collection. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  ultimately  submatted  comparative 
prices  of  a tank,  300  gallons  capacity,  and  also  an  ex- Army 
sullage  trailer  of  the  same  capacity,  which  was  duly 
obtained. 

This  necessitated  the  alteration  of  the  refuse  collec- 
tion system  in  order  that  one  clear  day  ought  to  be  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  trailer  in  sanitary  pail  collection  only. 
Refuse  and  sanitary  pails  (with  trailer)  to  be  collected  in 
other  instances  as  per  summary  below : — 

(1)  Sanitary  pails  to  be  collected  from  the  entire 
Western  and  Eastern  Areas  with  the  exception  of 
Gilsland  and  Westwood  by  trailer  on  one  day  per 
week  (Wednesday). 

(2)  Ditto  from  Southern  Area,  Park  Village,  Lane 
Head,  Coanwood  by  trailer  during  the  normal 
cause  of  refuse  collection,  other  points  on  this 
route  to  be  collected  without  the  trailer,  owing  to 
the  difficulties  of  the  country  to  be  traversed,  and 
the  virtual  inaccessibility  of  one  village  (Harper- 
town)  to  the  refuse  vehicle  with  trailer  attached. 

It  was  intended  that  this  combined  service  should 
operate  only  until  such  time  as  various  parts  of  the  Area 
at  present  without  adequate  water  supply  and  sewerage 
are  provided  with  these  services,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  will  not  long  be  delayed,  the  present  combined  system 
of  refuse  collection  and  sanitary  pail  removal  being  neither 
a credit  to  the  Council  nor  satisfactory  to  the  men  engaged 
upon  this  work. 


Refuse  Tips 

For  the  purpose  of  fitting  in  with  the  extended  system 
of  refuse  collection  it  was  decided  to  make  use  of  the  exist- 
ing tips  at  Greenhead  (Western  Area)  and  Haltwhistle 
(Central  Area),  while  in  regard  to  the  Southern  Area  tem- 
porary arrangements  were  made  for  the  use  of  a private 
tip  on  the  Boothby  Estate,  pending  the  formation  of  a tip 
by  arrangement  with  the  owner  of  the  land  in  the  Cross 
Cleugh,  a ravine  adjacent  to  Harpertowm  With  regard  to 
the  Eastern  Area,  arrangements  were  made  with  Sir  Hugh 
Blackett  for  the  filling  in  with  refuse  of  a disused  drift 


16 


mouth  on  the  Blackett  Colliery  Yard  at  Melkridge,  further 
arrangements  being  made  for  the  extension  of  this  tip  by 
the  filling  in  of  a sunken  rectangular  walled-in  enclosure 
formerly  used  in  connection  with  the  pit. 

Refuse  Removal — Statutory  Notices 

Pursuing  their  policy  of  requiring  the  provision  of 
ashbins  in  place  of  existing  ashpits  within  the  extended 
refuse  collection  area,  134  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
during  1946.  These  met  with  a satisfactory  response  on 
the  whole,  bearing  in  mind  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
obtaining  sheet  metal  goods  under  existing  conditions. 

No.  Ashbins  Haltwhistle  town  ...  ....  1052 

No.  Ashbins  external  Areas  ...  ....  633 

Additional  Incidental  Duties 

The  Collection  of  Salvage  remaining  incumbent  upon 
the  Local  Authority,  this  duty  continues  to  be  carried  out 
as  formerly,  with  the  exception  that  salvage  is  now 
collected  during  the  normal  course  of  refuse  collection. 

New  Drainage  and  Sewerage  Conversions 

Following  upon  the  service  of  Statutory  Notice,  the 
entire  remodelling  of  the  drainage  system  to  a block  of 
eight  cottages  situated  at  the  Town  Foot,  Haltwhistle,  was 
carried  out,  together  with  the  conversion  of  erecting  earth 
closets.  This  opportunity  was  also  taken  to  require  the 
provision,  into  the  cottages,  of  water  supply  in  lieu  of  the 
then  existing  stand  taps.  Statutory  Notices  requiring  the 
conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system  have  also  been 
served  in  respect  of  insanitary/dilapidated  premises 
situated  at  Brookside  Cottages,  Haltwhistle.  Section  91 
Housing  Act,  1946. 


Water  Schemes 

The  general  position,  with  the  sole  exception  of  the 
Birkshaw  Supply  which  is  now  supplemented/supplanted 
by  the  Bardon  Mill  borehole  water  supply,  remains  essen- 
tially the  same  as  in  past  years,  no  major  improvements 
having  been  effected. 

A very  ambitious  County  Scheme  prepared  by  Messrs. 
Waterhouse  & Rounth waite  is  under  consideration,  but  it 
is  apparent  that  this  scheme  should  it  reach  the  “ active  ” 
stage,  will  not  benefit  this  District  for  some  years  to  come. 
In  the  interim  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  major  improve- 


17 


merits  in  regard  to  sanitation  are  possible  pending  the  pro- 
vision of  adequate  water  supply  and  sewerage.  Statutory 
Notices  served  requiring  repair/renewal  defective  water 
services  — 14. 


Housing  Acts 

Owing  to  continued  restrictions  on  the  operation  of 
the  Housing  Acts  and  also  on  building  materials,  minor 
works  of  repair  only  have  been  possible.  Statutory 
Notices  requiring  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  to  property 
have  been  served  as  under: — 


Locality. 

No.  of 

Houses. 

Notice. 

Requirements. 

(1)  Melkridge. 

(2)  Carrsgate  Cottages, 

1 

Section  9, 
Housing 
Act,  1936. 

General 

reconditioning. 

Melkridge. 

(3)  Garden  House, 

2 

do. 

do. 

Haltwhistle 

(4)  Tow  House,  Bardon 

3 

do. 

do. 

Mill 

1 

do. 

do. 

It  is  satisfactory  being  able  to  state,  however,  that, 
following  upon  the  appointment  under  this  authority  of 
an  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  work  on  the  erection  of  36 
houses  in  the  Park  Road  Housing  Scheme,  Haltwhistle,  is 
well  in  hand,  the  estate  road  being  laid,  together  with  the 
requisite  water  mains  and  sewers,  and  2 houses  erected  to 
roof  level,  4 being  completed  with  the  exception  of  inter- 
nal work. 


The  36  houses  on  the  Park  Road  site  are  made  up 
the  following  types  : — 


2 

4 

16 

6 

8 


Houses 


jy 


Type  1 2 bedrooms 

„ 4a  3 bedrooms 

„ 4 3 bedrooms 

„ 3 3 bedrooms 

„ 2 3 bedrooms 


(4  persons) 
(5  persons) 
(5  persons) 
(5  persons) 
(5  persons) 


Floor  Area. 
734  sq.  ft. 
885  sq.  ft. 
899  sq.  ft. 
926  sq.  ft. 
895  sq.  ft. 


of 
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All  the  houses  have  outbuildings  which  vary  in  size 
between  50  to  60  square  feet  floor  area.  With  a view  to 
providing  additional  housing  accommodation,  and  also 
bearing  in  mind  the  heavy  cost  of  building  under  existing 
conditions,  it  was  suggested  that  use  might  be  made  of  a 
block  of  some  semi-derelict  property  owned  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council,  and  known  as  the  Green- 
holme  Institution.  A favourable  report  upon  the  possible 
adaptability  of  these  premises  being  received  from  the 
Engineer  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  following  upon  an 
inspection  by  Ministry  of  Health  officials,  former  was 
instructed  to  prepare  plans  showing  the  accommodation 
available.  This  has  resulted  in  the  preparation  of  plans 
showing  the  provision  of  nine  flats,  ail  equipped  with 
modern  conveniences,  and  represents  a considerable 
saving  on  the  cost  of  new  housing. 

Tenders  for  this  work  have  been  invited,  and  it  is  con- 
templated that  this  work,  which  consists  of  adaptation 
only  of  existing  premises  without  any  external  erection, 
will  proceed  at  an  early  date. 

Squatters 

Arising  out  of,  and  as  a direct  result  of  the  housing 
shortage,  four  ex-Army  huts  sited  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Greenholme  Institution,  Haltwhistle,  and  in  the  ownership 
of  the  Military  Authorities,  have  been  occupied  as  above  as 
from  August,  1946.  All  four  being  sectional,  three  built 
of  vertical  matchboarding  and  one  of  weatherboarding, 
overall  dimensions  30  ft.  x 15  ft.,  no  facilities  whatever 
were  provided  at  the  time  of  their  occupation,  i.e.,  water 
supply,  drainage,  or  cooking  facilities.  One  additional 
case  of  Squatting  occurred  subsequently  (September), 
when  three  rooms,  in  the  Institution  Block  and  formerly 
used  as  offices  by  the  Master  of  the  Institution,  were 
occupied. 

Despite  a strongly  worded  letter  forwarded  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Regional  Offices  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  Newcastle,  protesting  against  the  continued 
occupancy  of  the  huts  as  being  unfit  upon  a subse- 
quent inspection  by  Ministry  of  Health  officials  these 
huts  were  considered  by  them  to  be  fit  for  temporary  occu- 
pation subject  to  (1)  the  sub-division  of  the  huts  into  two 
rooms  each,  and  (2)  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion, water  supply,  and  drainage.  Tenders  for  this  worK 
were  accepted,  but  subsequently  withheld,  the  Council 
acquiring  as  to  the  unfitness  of  the  huts,  and  proposing  to 
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vacate/ rehouse  the  tenants  at  an  early  date.  Cooking 
facilities  (Belle  type  portable  ranges)  have  been  installed 
in  the  four  huts,  together  with  electric  lighting. 


Prevention  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 

The  incidence  of  the  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  was 
again  extremely  light  during  1946,  5 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  only  being  notified.  Disinfec- 
tion of  infected  premises,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in  each 
case. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  MILK 
AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46. 

Work  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  and 
Regulations  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  past 
year,  although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  the  re- 
strictions on  materials  and  labour  shortage  works  which 
would  normally  have  been  done  have  in  some  instances 
been  withheld.  Two  licences  for  the  production  of  Tuber- 
culin Tested  Milk  involving  major  works  of  improvement 
to  the  farms  concerned  have  been  granted  in  the  case  of 
Baron  House  Farm,  Gilsiand,  and  Old  Town  Farm,  Whit- 
field. Consideration  to  the  possibility  of  the  production  of 
T.T.  milk  from  these  other  farms  has  also  received  atten- 
tion, viz. : — Hardriding  Farm,  Henshaw,  Ridley  Farm, 
Ridley,  and  also  High  Crook  Farm,  Ridley. 

Of  these  the  first  mentioned  (Hardriding  Farm)  has 
decided  not  to  proceed  as  above,  but  it  is  anticipated  that, 
subject  to  the  carrying  out  of  certain  works  of  improve- 
ment to  Ridley  Farm  and  High  Crook  Farm,  the  licences 
will  be  ultimately  issued  in  these  cases. 

In  connection  with  milk  production  generally,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  increased  tendency  towards  the  pro- 
duction of  T.T.  milk,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  in  general,  this  tendency  will  be 
encouraged  by  all  Authorities  concerned. 
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Producers  T.T.  Milk 


Farm. 

Tenant. 

Owner. 

Locality. 

Date  of  Issue 
of  Licence. 

Office  Farm, 
Whitfield. 

W.  Blackett 
Ord. 

Same. 

Whitfield. 

30/4/40. 

Emley  Farm, 

Robson. 

Whitfield 

Estate. 

do. 

30/10/40. 

Huntershields 

Mews. 

do. 

do. 

1/7/43. 

The  Laws. 

Lee,  S. 

do. 

do. 

11/5/44. 

Agars  Hill. 

Lee,  J. 

do. 

do. 

26/6/44. 

Haining  Hall. 

Maughan. 

do. 

do. 

5/10/45. 

Dodd  Bank. 

Marshall. 

do. 

do. 

31/10/45. 

Carvoran, 

Reay. 

do. 

Greenhead. 

29/7/44. 

Greenhead. 

Chapel  House, 

Shield. 

Gilsland, 

29/9/44. 

Gilsland. 

Birchfield  Gate, 
Haltwhistle. 
Baron  House, 

Edgar. 

Yeats. 

Blenkinsopp. 

Estate. 

Haltwhistle. 

Gilsland. 

30/11/44. 

Old  Town, 
Whitfield. 

Rutherford. 

Whitfield 

Estate. 

Whitfield. 

Accredited  Producers 


Rowfoot  Farm.  Sowerby. 

Featherstone 

Estate. 

Rowfoot, 

Feather- 

stone. 

23/3/46. 

Parmontley  Urwin. 

Hill. 

Whitfield 

Estate. 

Whitfield. 

24/1/40. 

Wood  House.  Oliphant. 

Hon.  F. 
Bowes- 
Lyon. 

Ridley. 

1/3/42. 

Burn  House.  Wigham. 

Wigham. 

Coanwood. 

16/11/42. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Food  Inspection 

Since  its  inauguration  in  1941,  Centralised  Slaughter- 
ing for  the  two  districts  of  Haltwhistle  and  Alston  con- 
tinues to  be  carried  out  at  Portobello  Slaughter  House, 
Haltwhistle. 

This  system,  which  it  is  hoped  will  continue  in  opera- 
tion, remains  eminently  satisfactory,  and  marks  a big  im- 
provement upon  conditions  previously  existing. 
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Food  Inspection 


Legal 

Unsound  Food.  Stones.  Surrendered.  Seized.  Proceedings. 


Beef  (home  killed) 

844  — 

Beef  (imported) 

2 — 

— 

— 

Mutton  (home  killed) 

2 — 

— 

— 

Mutton  (imported) 

Canned  Goods,  Tins  or 

— — 

— 

— 

Cases 

184  — 





Bacon  (home  killed) 

— — 

— 

— 

Pork  

Cheese  ...  4 lbs. 

Butter  ...  12  lbs. 

Margarine  ...  12  lbs. 

Eggs  ...  — 

Other  Foods — 

Oatmeal  ...  130  st. 

10  — 

RATS  AND  MICE  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Work  under  the  above  Act  and  Order  has  proceeded 
satsfactorily  during  the  year.  Properties  where  treatment 
has  been  undertaken  following  proof  of  minor  infestation 
by  rats  include  : — 

Messrs.  Foster  & Robinson,  Haltwhistle;  Walter 
Williams,  Haltwhistle ; Co-operative  Bakery,  Park 
Road,  Haltwhistle;  Mr.  J.  Norman,  Butcher’s  Store, 
Park  Road;  Mr.  H,  Clark,  Joiners  Premises,  Park 
Road,  Haltwhistle. 

Extensive  works  of  rat  proofing  were  carried  out  by 
a local  firm  of  Contractors  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Brough, 
Westgate,  Haltwhistle,  followed  by  disinfestation  work  by 
Messrs.  Charlton  Mead,  Newcastle.  No  further  infesta- 
tion of  the  Co-operative  Store  at  Halton-Lea-Gate  have 
occurred  since  these  premises  were  proofed  and  disinfected 
in  May,  1945.  Disinfection  by  44  Cyanogas  ” has  been 
carried  out  on  the  Haltwhistle  Tip  with  satisfactory 
results. 
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TABLE  I. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  vital  and 
mortality  rates  for  the  years  1945  and  1946 : — 


Year. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

General  Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  Living. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
T.B.  per  1,000 
Living. 

1943  ... 

13.6 

16.5 

29 

.53 

1944 

16.6 

13.8 

17 

.35 

1945 

17.1 

14.3 

68 

.43 

1946 

20.72  ... 

17.6 

81 

.56 

TABLE  II. 

Infectious  Disease 


0) 

> 


a 

<v 

1943 

1944 

1945— 

(Civilian)  — — 

(Non- 
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1 62  2 - — 74 

2 2 3 — — 36 
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1 34  16  - - 61 
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TABLE  III. 

Tuberculosis 


Age. 

Periods. 

New  Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

45 

65 

— * » * i 

4 1 5 ... 

1 — 1 ... 

— 1 1 ... 

2 — 2 ... 
11  2 ... 

Total 

51  6 ... 

— 1 1 ... 

3 1 4 ... 

" — — — — « # • 

TABLE  IV. 

Notification  of  Births 


Registered  Births.  Illegitimate  Births. 

Live  Still  (included  in  Registered 

Births.  Births.  Births). 


Year. 

M. 

F. 

. M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F.  Total 

1943  ... 

57 

47 

3 

1 

108 

6 

2 — 

— 8 

1944  ... 

56 

62 

1 

1 

120 

. . . 

3 

5 — 

— 8 

1945  ... 

58 

60 

— 

2 

120 

• • • 

8 

3 — 

— 11 

1946  ... 

83 

65 

1 

— 

149 

• » • 

7 

4 — 

— 11 

TABLE  V. 


Analysis  of  Deaths  by  Causes 


Causes  of  Death. 


1943. 
M.  F. 


1944. 
M.  F. 


1945. 
M.  F. 


1946. 
M.  F. 


1.  Typhoid  and  parat.  Fevers  ... 

2.  Cerebrospinal  Fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 
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6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 


System 

1 

3 

• • • 

1 

1 

0 • • 

1 

2 

• • • 

3 

1 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

• • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

t t t 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

» • * 

— 

— 

• » • 

- — 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

3 

1 

* * * 

— 

— 

» t * 

— 

1 

1 1 1 

— 

1 

JL 

10. 

Measles 

♦ • ♦ 

♦ • • 

• • • 

11 

Ac.  Poli-myelo  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis  

— 

— 

• • ♦ 

_ 

— 

• * • 

i ■ 



1 1 1 

■ 

, 

12. 

Ac.  Infantile  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

♦ • • 

— 

— 

t « • 

— 

— 

• tt 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Mouth  M.,  and 
Uterus  F.  

1 

1 

♦ • • 

2 

* • • 

1 

2 

• • • 

1 

mmamm 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 
Duoden  

1 

1 

• • * 

1 

• • • 

4 

1 

1 1 1 

2 

2 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

1 

• » t 

— 

4 

« » » 

4 

— 

t t t 

— 

1 

16. 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

4 

6 

• • • 

5 

8 

• • • 

8 

7 

• • • 

4 

3 

17. 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

• • • 

2 

— 

• • • 

— 

2 

t t t 

1 

— 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

8 

• • • 

10 

2 

tit 

7 

9 

• • • 

11 

10 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

17 

24 

• • • 

21 

17 

• • • 

15 

8 

• • • 

22 

25 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 
System  

3 

4 

• * • 

3 

2 

t t t 

1 

1 

tit 

2 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis  

5 

— 

• • • 

1 

4 

♦ • • 

1 

4 

t t t 

2 

1 

22. 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

• « •> 

1 

— • 

• • • 

1 

2 

• • • 

1 

3 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

1 

— 

« « • 

■ — 

1 

• • • 

— 

1 

• • • 

— 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stom.  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

t t t 

— 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

— 

• • • 

— - 

— 

• • • 

2 

— 

• • • 

— 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

4 

• • • 

— 

1 

t t t 

1 

— 

• • • 

4 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  

2 

2 

♦ • • 

1 

3 

• • • 

2 

4 

t 1 1 

— 

4 

29. 

Puer.  and  post-abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

* • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

2 

• • • 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

1 

2 

• • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

t # t 

1 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Causes  

— 

- — 

• • • 

— 

2 

• • • 

2 

1 

1 1 1 

3 

2 

33. 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 1 t 

— 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  Causes 

2 

1 

• • • 

1 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

# t t 

1 

— 

36. 

All  other  Causes  

3 

2 

• • • 

3 

1 

• • • 

1 

— 

• • • 

3 

3 

Totals  ...53 

64 

,51 

47 

52 

47 

63 

63 

25 

Salvage 

While  the  need  for  salvage  remains  urgent  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  a gradient  decline  in  the  quantities  of 
salvage  being  received  is  apparent. 

Formerly  collected  at  intervals  of  one  month  from  the 
greater  part  of  the  Rural  Area,  the  District  being  sub- 
divided into  four  areas  for  this  purpose,  this  system  has 
been  abandoned  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  ex- 
tended scheme  of  refuse  collection,  salvage  now  beng  col- 
lected durng  normal  refuse  collecton. 

Salvage  collected  during  1946  : — 


Rags. 


Date. 

Mixed  Waste  Paper. 

T. 

c. 

q 

21/1/46 

Strawboards 

1 

6 

2 

2 

9 

0 

2/4/46 

do. 

2 

14 

0 

1 

1 

0 

24/6/46 

do. 

2 

14 

0 

1 

12 

0 

5/7/46 

do. 

1 

4 

2 

27/9/46 

do. 

2 

14 

0 

1 

16 

0 

Metal. 
T.  c.  q. 


17  10  0 


0 4 3 


Nil. 


1946 
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